ADDICTION, FRIENDSMUD & BROKEN STUFF.
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When . Sean came back from York to live over the
roadin ' 2007he was nearly respectable. He soon
brought a ’ ‘ ~ frontera at a bargain price, a small amount of
work later and he was rewarded with a reliadiéOT d

car to go to work in ect, Then he saw me one day with
my jeep all muddy and ShauR@ range all muddy

and asked us that question, wherbaveyou been???.

T | éWeathillg was thereply. An innocent

guestion, but this is where his addiction begsie (Shaun R and have been addicted for years.

His curiosity soon got the better of him and he turned up at weathills on a bitterly cold mardh day
watch the tyro trial’s, He brought a borrowed video camera and spent the afternoon using it badly
(Spielberg he any Then he came to watch me and Shaun
compete in one of our first challenges, organised by the
Viking 4x4 club. He followed up the M1and enjoyed

our little dance (Wehad a major shimmy at 55mphYye

had a geat time finding the punches and making new
friends. Shaun and | were getting on well together with
some good teamwork; Sean ran around with his borrowec
camcorder videoing thloor ECTHe was amazed at how = § : |
much you can do in aear standard} x4.He was now \:
very addicted and was forming all sorts of plans, to |
transform his Vauxhall into the ultimate 4x4.

The next few weeks he was still talking about it, photo’s were swoppédialeo watchedThen the
perches ofa fart in a jar fuelled merc and the limping home (justthe Vauxhaljuietenedthingsa
bit.

Then Shaun had to worknd couldn™tco-pilot in
Mayso | asked Seaif he would stand irat Little

Witley, He came in Isimerc and complained about
the lack of speed behind my 5.4 grosmne

transit. He camped all weekend and was a cracking
winch monkey, running about with a big smile on
his face, covered with mud and nettle stingasd

the odd bramble scratchwe won And got medalsfor our
troubles, SUPEROOL!

Yarwell with the Viking 4x4 club was real fun, the steep climbs and off camber drops really were
unnening. Emma helped set out the only section to causelsicle toroll gentlyontoA 1 & &l 3S =



O K A Meranddlan found a steep knife edge that we incorporated into a ss. It was very unsettling to
drive as | found out,&an was hanigg off the axle casinge balance the caas we did a 3 point turn

on top ofit, (four bloodytimes) therewere thick bushesa catch us if we fell, but it took some nerve

| can tell yougool view of half the site though. 6 dzNJ/ i 2dzi GKS NBI NJ gAYy OK
R A RY Criil chidtfikbslagainSean did let out a VERY igidcream as wshot up a very steep
climb(ldid nearly ran over a flying seagull which was passing

very funny

That did it, hookedBrosley in June and we were back,
Searrunning around again and me driving, He really
was getting good, rigging and-riggging, setting a ground
anchor ectA transit
was purchasetb “
transportthe “‘ poor
Vauxhalbbout, \ but it
needed a bit ofestoration. £an cut away theust ;( most of

it) learnt how tomake replacemenpatches andrepped for
welding. Six days at Clyro helpingstt out the Muskoka challenge
reallyshowed hewas in his element and was sotapingoff trees
and creating special sections, MarshallEQT

t I N] FFNY RARYQU mdactive daheshigieyup Kepdintd tiayexpedted, f £ X
despite the front winch having tantrum for a few

hours, (I just drove in reverse) and Sean did some
very impressivevinch rigging,Fixed it on site
with a hammer, wd4@nd tools (thanks to the
potts brothers), overa cup of coffee. Sean
trailed his frontera for the first time and despite
it getting stick on the back of my transit, having
an unreliable charge system, and the front
passenger seat falling out, nothings perfect
and this is a good example ibf

| learnt how to use YouTulie( K| y' 1 & Q Sean)and started to stick

photos on it so people can see us making fools of ourselval ¢an't spell but spelicheck helps

Shaun offered to have a look at the club web site bsaidl would have a look at doing
a bit of wdding on higange rove/land rover, I'm not

sure whatneed's more

work. Shaun did try to
cut himself in half with
I amgle grinder just
after he agreed to the

web site thing, so
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think | got the better deal.

September and we all went
for Macmilan, Shaun and son |
Sean in the jeepeally-really
over £500Broke both front

a 200 amp split charge, trying
compensate for a dead winch
also played up a week later, ‘
developing suicidal tendencies, “

to donnington to raise money
Tom in his range roverme
good fun 35 + cars raised
half shafts, one Cjint, and
to usehorsepower to
battery. Shaun's front cv
along with the ABS
all due to water ingress.

At Brosley we had a great time and decided to stop messing around so much concentrate a bit more
on competing, and was rewarded fouroefforts with a joint first with the Potts brothers, but they

worked harder than us as onhaving one winch and no difflock , §ot another medal eacWe did
managed to snap our rear cable on a simple pun€n
the ss1 we had ~ to go down a smabut steep drop, Hecided
after careful consideration tadrive down instead of using
a rear winch and ground anchor, when the stop watch
started Sean got out so fast it was unbelievablat least
there was no girlie screamjandwas watching from the
bottom before | couldrive (fall/skid) tothe bottom,
anda bit of well rigged winching to thend. We were

shockedo T —) find outwe were thefastestwith a time of 6

and a bit minuetsSuper super cool

The transit still needed a bit more welding and sgomaéntwork, and the fronteras still covered in
some mud from park farm back in summer _, . but is now
stored at sisters, Waow all neednew \ 17 157 RS windscreens

Sean needs two as his merc has a crack all the way
acrosshe middleleft to right, and transit is top to
bottom mine is growing from the bottom to the top,
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that’s going to please the MOrispector NOT | went to

look at a local Offroad si@ November got ——"""_the transit

stuck in car park, walked around on tekippiesty dzR L Q@S S@ASNJ aSSys OKFGdAy3

all right until it rained earlier in theveek Blueliasclay is very funny stuff.

We all helped Steve set up the last challemg the year at donningtoon the Thursday nice chilly

day, tried to get Sean to fall into the water, no luck!Saturday was cold and
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| was surprised to see how madifferent ways people
found to get at the punches, | thought we had considered all
the possibilities and had made it very frustrating and tedious
But there is always someone wlsgesa simple way, and
makes it look easy, no one got all the punches arig arfew
people did the specials, so they must have been busy. Got
cold and dark at 4 pm so we all went home, Steve and
brothers tided up the next dalyhelped a bit, Trialled on

Sunday in the cold, very cold. Came last | think but still had a
goodlaughL QY 221 Ay3 F2NBIFNR (2 HANPd
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